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Even science, usually so friendly to the enemies
of romance, brought its fallacies to bear in support
of sentiment. It seemed for a time as though man
were only a delicate machine registering the pressure
of his ancestry against the force of circumstance-
Responsibility was lost in a wave of determinism.
The effect of the growth of this attitude upon what
might have been satiric material can be illustrated
with reference to Robert Browning. Browning
was no behaviourist ; his was a gospel of will and
action. But consider three of his long poems,
Bishop Blougram^ Mr Sludge the Medium, and Prince
Hohenstiel-Schwangau. In each he dealt with a
contemporary evil. Obviously Browning began by
hating them al!5 and much irony and contempt
remain, but as he worked upon them he succumbed
to the psychological itch. Ceasing to regard his
characters as the enemies of society, he became
interested in their tangled motives; sympathy ousted
satire; and the result was a series of ambiguous
figures, treated in part ironically, in part senti-
mentally. For a time, after the 1914-18 War,
Freudian psychology gave a new lease of life to the
literature of irresponsibility. But before Freud
became known the Determinist movement had
received a set-back. The rise of Socialism and other
theories of corporate ownership showed that a new
consciousness of collective responsibility was rising
out of the ruins of romantic illusion. While Nietzsche
was attacking Christianity as a slave-religion
because it fostered passivity and sentimentality,
Samuel Butler in England was substituting for the